
Research Aim
Focus on 
• social inequalities in the context of 

(post)colonial labor systems and regimes of 
mobility in the Global South. 

• concepts of ‘new slavery’, ‘native labor’, 
‘human trafficking’, and ‘development via 
cheap/abundant labor’. We investigate how 
these concepts circulate on a global scale 
and how they are negotiated, translated, 
and adapted by various actors. 

• We intend to reconcile debates on 
conceptual history, labor history, and 
inequality. Ultimately, we aim to combine 
perspectives from both the Global South 
and North to better understand global labor 
regimes and draw lessons that will benefit 
both regions.
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Research Questions
1. How do institutional and individual 
actors negotiate, translate, adapt, and 
strategically use concepts of labor 
exploitation?
2. How do the concepts under study 
circulate and relate to one another? 
How do they conceal and stabilize 
forms of social inequality?
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Methodology
Qualitative research: 
historical discourse analysis and 
ethnography

Theoretical Framework
Theories of inequality and labor, critical 
perspectives

Preliminary Results
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Additional
Results
Circulation 
and 
Translation 
of 
Concepts

� Opening conference, online, November 2021
� Conference "Social Inequalities in the Gulf and Beyond”, Abu Dhabi, February 2023
� Panel at ECAS 9 conference "Global-African Entanglements", Cologne, June 2023
� In preparation: Podcast Series “Alter Voices - Labor Stories”,
� In preparation: Special Issue in ZANJ, Journal of Critical Global South Studies More information:

 www.socialinequalities.uni-koeln.de

General Information

“Arribaron hoy destacados 
expertos de la reunión de la 
O. I. T.”, in: Ultima Hora 
(18.01.1951), ILO Archives, 
CL 1001-1303

Workshop on Human Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery 
organized by Cameroonian Returnee Migrants from the Gulf states, 
Kumba, Cameroon.
Source: Jonathan Ngeh, 11.09.2023


